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also are essential to salvation. Wesley decided to
devote his life to these questions, feeling that the
salvation of one's own soul is the most impor-
tant problem life has to offer. He became ever
more serious, then earnest. He began, it is a
severe discipline, to keep his diary much more
fully; and in September 1725 he became a
deacon.

During the next six years a demon attendant
upon John Wesley would have found himself at
various times in the company of three very
distinct personalities, all with much the same, but
not identical, outward features, and bound within
by a strong family likeness, but no less three
curiously different persons. At Epworth, he was
a dapper little country parson, helping his father
both there and at Wroote, where for some time
he was curate. He would visit the parishioners,
take his sisters to whatever village fairs might
be within reach, dance with them whenever he
could, would swim, and go shooting plover. At
Wroote, rather a pigsty of a place, with, according
to some of the family, suitably porcine inhabitants
he set about improving the garden by making
seats ; and at Epworth he would discuss religion*
with his mother, or dutifully help his father
transcribe his elucidation of Job - to be presented
to Queen Caroline. He was, perhaps, from his
father's point of view, a little too filled with the
sense of his mission, for he was not always there
to do the copying, and once there was a sharp